
Part of our ambition for Prospero is to connect more directly 
with our community. In each edition, we will be sharing 

conversations, insights, and expertise from our Catapult team 
members, exploring how their roles affect us as an 

organisation, their impact on the wider sector, but also what 
drives them personally. 

News from the Satellite Applications Catapult

Joined the Catapult in 2021 as our Head of Net-Zero. She talks to us about 
how her career and passion for sustainability grew, the role of space in our 

journey to Net-Zero, and what drives her to see change.

AMANDA CAMPBELL 

Prospero

How did you begin your career in sustainability?
 

My career in sustainability actually started in the festival sector, which is a bit niche.
I was very fortunate when I was studying to get a scholarship to go over to Kenya on an entrepreneurship program 

called Balloon Kenya. It was very problem user centric, and it basically encouraged us to look at problems and 
solve them with business solutions. 


I went straight from Kenya to the ‘Bestival’ music festival. I stayed until the end because I was working there, and I 
saw a field of tents left abandoned. Instead of getting of getting frustrated I was like ‘hey, what could be a business 

proposition to solve this?’.


Then for my master’s, I developed a combustible camping tent which was then patented. But I soon learned that 
technical innovation wasn’t really the solution - it was more business model innovation - so we moved to more of a 

reuse model. 


My career evolved predominantly into consulting in the waste sector. So, I worked with the festivals as a key point 
of contact for circular economy expertise and every year with our business we would pilot a new circular economy 
business model at a different festival, share their findings, and turn those into businesses afterwards, which was 

very fun. Very seasonal and very low impact on the festival sector. 


I then shifted into very innovative waste company called Terra Cycle, before going back to study because I had 
become frustrated with the focus on waste and I wanted to focus more on the challenge of climate change, and I 

wanted to learn how to really articulate it in the corporate world.
And now here we are.

What has been your career highlight so far?


Ooh, what has been my career highlight so far.
I would say seeing the tangible benefits of the projects I’ve been involved in. I’ve really enjoyed seeing the projects 
executed. Helping coordinate an ocean plastic clean-up event and getting the waste turned into PET pellets, and 

then seeing them then on the shelf was really rewarding. 
I should say, one of my career highlights is probably happening now. Being in positions previously where I really 

had to push initiatives, but at the Catapult everyone is saying ‘yes’ and ‘go faster’ which is really refreshing. 

What made you want to join the Catapult?


When I had my start-up, Comp-u-tent, I got support from the MTC.  
That’s when I first learned about the Catapults and their role.

I’ve been on both the small-scale-start-up side and I’ve also worked for very, very large corporates, When I was 
working in the corporate world, I loved the scale and the impact of the investment once it gets moving. It’s kind of 
like a bulldozer and it keeps going. Start-ups are far more agile, but it’s really hard to get those big partners and 

build belief [in the company]. 
What I found out about the Catapult is, that it’s a mixture of the two worlds. I’ve always wanted to help SMEs and 

start-ups with excellent solutions to come through, but I wasn’t able to do it in the corporate world. But the 
Catapults sit within that junction. They have the speed and the agility but also the momentum, the network, the 

know-how and reputation.

What are you most excited about working on at the Catapult?


I think it changes every week. But what I find most exciting is that there are so many just intelligent, brilliant people 
both internally and within our network as well. And being able to have access to these experts and bring ideas, 

knowledge, challenges, and opportunities together and actually make it into something tangible and get it moving 
forward. That’s what I’m most excited about. Not specifically a project but more of the overall experience.

It’s probably a bit early at this point, but what is your average day like? What are you working on at the 
moment?


I would say there is no average day. But nearly every day I get an internal message from an employee I’ve never 

spoken to before, that is working on something within sustainability, which is really exciting, and wants an insight. 
So, I feel like every day I’m learning about something which is happening internally or externally.

There’s lots of invites for talks. I suppose a lot of it is trying to keep momentum and motivate people to engage.


At the moment I’m looking a lot at the space and geospatial net-zero coalition and really trying to shape it and 
bring it to light. So, a lot of strategy. And I’m reading a lot of the company policies. Net-zero policies are coming 

through very quickly. There are also new grant options constantly coming in and I’m managing those and analysing 
where the high impact opportunities are. 

What space innovation do you see as being a key change in our journey to Net-Zero?


Earth observation and visually tracking the changes in the climate, applying that to monitoring and risk analysis, 
and then linking that back to ESG and finance. So, I see geospatial satellite technology as a tool which can hold 

corporations and companies accountable. I see ground truthing as the pivotal opportunity here as many 
companies and countries have made these commitments. 


And we - the sector - are able to keep these organizations accountable.  

Especially because it crosses so many geographies.

What would you do for a career if you weren’t doing this?


I would always be impact driven, so I feel like even if I were to win the lottery and didn’t have to work, I would still 
be supporting SMEs who are driving impact.

So, if you weren’t in sustainability then you’d be helping businesses in some other way? 


Yeah, with impact I’d say. I get a bit of a buzz from it. But you never know, really. Might be on a boat somewhere.


