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WHAT IS DATA.SPACE? 

2019 marked the third successful year for the DATA.SPACE 
event held in Glasgow, Scotland, by the Scottish Centre of 
Excellence in Satellite Applications (SoXSA). With its unique 
focus on the data facet of space, this international conference 
and exhibition attracts delegates from academia, industry and 
government across the globe who are keen to explore the 
opportunities space data could facilitate. 

DATA.SPACE also serves to highlight the burgeoning space 
industry in Scotland, where growth is outstripping the 
rest of the UK. The event has already stimulated several 
collaborations, including one between Orbital Micro Systems 
and the University of Edinburgh. 

THE CHALLENGE 

The increasing number of satellites in space means that more data 
than ever is becoming available, including free and low-cost data. 
However, space-related events typically focus on technology and 
hardware. In contrast, when SoXSA launched DATA.SPACE in 
2017, it was the fi rst to focus solely on data, with the aim of raising 
awareness of its immense potential for commercial opportunities. 

Through a parallel conference and exhibition, DATA.SPACE exposes 
and explores the broad range of data types on offer and the many 
space-based applications already in existence or being developed. 
It also offers a platform to discuss new possibilities and investigate 
policy implications and funding opportunities.

Attendees typically come from businesses (ranging from start-ups 
to multinationals), academia, government and investors, and from a 
broad spectrum of sectors and industries including: energy; marine 
and maritime; sustainable cities; agriculture and aquaculture; life 
sciences; and transport. 

SUCCESSESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

DATA.SPACE has grown year on year, with over 200 attendees 
from 116 organisations and 14 countries in 2019. As a result, the 
networking opportunities are a key aspect of the event. 

Emerging companies, or ‘Starts’, are given a valuable platform at 
DATA.SPACE. The most exciting, talented and innovative are 
showcased each year as Ones2Watch. Through this they have an 
exhibitor position in the Innovation Zone and a chance to pitch to the 
audience of businesses and investors. 

The event also serves to showcase the fast-growing space industry 
in Scotland, which is the UK’s third largest in terms of space industry 
employment after London and the South East, and employs the 
highest proportion of the workforce anywhere in the UK. Orbital Micro 
Systems from Colorado chose Edinburgh as its base when choosing 
to expand into the UK as a direct result of attending DATA.SPACE and 
meeting the team from the University of Edinburgh.

DATA.SPACE was the result of 
our desire to showcase both the 
amazing innovation going on 
in the space sector in Scotland 
and the opportunities available 
through space data, which is 
sometimes overshadowed by 
technology and hardware. Already 
it has borne fruit, with companies 
setting up operations in Scotland 
and collaborations between 
DATA.SPACE attendees 

Malcolm Macdonald
Director
SoXSA

I arrived at DATA.SPACE without 
knowing anything about the space 
sector there and met a wide range 
of people, including organisations 
that were able to o� er funding 
to locate in Scotland. I also met 
the University of Edinburgh and 
arranged a follow-on meeting with 
them. When I saw the team there 
I was blown away… they were 
extremely welcoming and had 
the right skills and talent. It wasn’t 
a hard decision to connect with 
them and choose to bring OMS to 
Edinburgh.

Dave Gallaher
Senior VP of Data and Product 

Development
Orbital Micro Systems

Visit sa.catapult.org.uk
call 0141 548 4374 or email 
info@catapult.org.uk for more 
information.
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WIDER BENEFITS TO SOCIETY 

In 2019, DATA.SPACE included a focus on the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by United Nations 
Member States in 2015, within the Humanitarian.Space 
session. Space data offers an increasingly important and 
useful means of observing the Earth and enabling solutions 
that address many of the SDGs, particularly around food 
production, health and wellbeing, energy, infrastructure, 
sustainable cities and climate change. The attendance of 
policy- and decision-makers alongside innovators was 
particularly valuable in this respect. 

New satellite data systems can make a huge difference. For 
example, having moved to Scotland as a result of 
DATA.SPACE, Orbital Micro Systems will be offering a weather 
data and analysis service that can, among other applications, 
be used to support the 5 billion people on Earth facing 
catastrophic weather events. 


